SLIGO COUNTY ELECTION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 2 March 1869 ',—for. 



COPIES “ of any Correspondence with the Irish Government complaining of the 
use of Military and Police Forces in the County of Sligo previous to the late 
Election for such County : ” 

“ Of any Application made to the High Sheriff of the County of Sligo, or to any 
Resident Magistrate or Military oV Constabulary Officer, during the 
Fourteen Days preceding the Day of Election, for the aid of Military or Police 
in collecting or escorting Voters in that County, and of any sworn Informations 
in support of same ; the following Particulars with respect to each Application to he 
set forth in annexed Form : — 



Date of Application. 


Name of Person applying for 
Escort. 


Whether for himself or others, 
and if for others, relation in 
which he stood to them, such 
as Landlord, Agent, or Bailiff. 


To whom Application made. 


Whether Verbal or in Writing. 


Whether on sworn Informa- 


Detail of Escort, if sent. 


Date and Hour when Escort 


Name of Magistrate accom- 
panying Escort. 


Number of Voters for which 
Escort was provided. 


j Number of Voters escorted. 


Observations. 



























<c And, Return of the Humber and Distribution of the Military and Police 
stationed in the County of Sligo during the Week ended on the 1st Day of December 
1868, and also on the 1st Day of October 1868 and the 1st Day of January 1869.” 



( The O' Conor Don.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

3 May 1869. 



180: 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



COPIES of Correspondence with the Irish Government, complaining of the 
Use of Military and Police in the County of Sligo, previous to the late 
Election for that County ; and, of Applications for the Aid of Military 
and Police in collecting or escorting Voters ; and, Return of the Number 
and Distribution of the Military and Police Forces stationed in the 
County of Sligo at certain Periods. 



A. 

COPY of Correspondence between The O’Conor Don, M.P., and the Irish 
Government. 



— No. 1.— 

The O' Conor Don, M.P., to the Chief or Under Secretary. 

My dear Sir, Imperial Hotel, Sligo, 23 November 1868. 

1 desire to call your attention to a course of proceeding which is now taking 
place in the county of Sligo of a most illegal and unconstitutional character 
I have been informed by the late high sheriff, and also by the sub-sheriff ot 
that county, that a magistrate and landlord residing therein applied on the 20th 
instant to Mr. Howley, the high sheriff, for an escort of military and police to 
bring his voters into the town of Sligo ; this application Mr. Howley refused, 
but having been obliged to resign his office through ill health, another high 
sheriff has since been appointed. I understand that similar applications are 
being made all through the county, and that cars are sent out sometimes by 
night, with escorts of military and police to bring voters into the towns to keep 
them there until the election, which is not to take place until the 30th instant. 
As long as the law sanctions in this country the use of military at elections, it 
may be right to employ them to protect voters on their way to the poll, if a 
proper case be made out for the necessity of such protection ; but I do most 
strongly protest against the use which is now being made of the military and 
police in collecting voters for the landlords, and marching them into the polling 
places a full week before the election. 

I desire to know whether this practice has your sanction, and if not whether 
you will give immediate orders to discontinue it, and that the military and police 
he no longer thus illegally employed. 

I have, &c. 

To the Chief or Under Secretary, (signed) O' Conor Don. 

&c. &c. 



— No. 2. — 



The Under Secretary to The O' Conor Don , m.p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 24 November 1868- 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd instant, and to state that your communication having been 
laid before the Attorney General, he has expressed his opinion that magistrates 
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are justified in giving military escorts on information that breaches of the 
peace or danger to life or property are apprehended. 

I am to add that his Grace cannot give instructions concerning what has 
been done, without more definite information. 

1 am, &c. 

The O’Conor Don, m.p. (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

&c. &c. 



— No. 3. — 

The O'Conor Don, m.p., to the Chief or Under Secretary. 

Sir, Shelbourne Hotel, Dublin. 

I am in receipt of your letter-of this day’s date, in which you state an abstract 
proposition that “ magistrates are justified in giving military escorts on informa- 
tion that breaches of the peace or danger to life or property are apprehended,” 
but do not notice my inquiry whether the practice of sending such military escorts 
to collect voters eight or ten days before the polling day has the sanction of the 
Government. Such collection of voters by the landlords is, in itself, an extraordi- 
nary and, I believe, unconstitutional act, and may very likely tend to a breach of 
the peace, and what I desire to ascertain is, whether the Government, because it 
may lead to a breach of the peace, sanctions an attempt of this description, and 
lends to it the aid. of the civil and military forces. I should also wish to know 
whether the police and military receive instructions merely to preserve the 
peace, or whether they are authorised or directed to surround and guard as 
prisoners, the voters handed over to them by any parties. In conclusion, I 
would ask, whether the Government have received any information from the 
local authorities in Sligo as to the necessity for these escorts, and, if not, 
whether they do not believe the question worthy of being inquired into. 

I have, &c. 

24 November 1868. (signed) O' Conor Don. 

I should be much obliged for an answer directed to Imperial Hotel, Sligo. 

To the Chief or Under Secretary. 



— No. 4. — 



The O'Conor Don, m.p., to the Chief or Under Secretary. 

Sir Imperial Hotel, Sligo, 25 November 1868. 

On my arrival here to-day, I learned from gentlemen who witnessed the 
proceedings that yesterday 10 or 11 cars left Ballymote, with an escort of about 
30 police, accompanying a Mr. Lang, an under agent of Major Orms f «j 
and that they went round to the houses of the voters on Mr. Gore s property. 
Mr Lang requested the voters to come with him, and get on the cars, in order 
that he might take them into Ballymote five days belore the polling day. Four 
of the police detaching themselves from the main body, actmmpamed Mr. Lang 
into the house of one of the first voters that was visited, Thl * 0 

by my informant, and the police then continued to accompany the agent with- 
out however, entering any voter’s house. The result was, only one voter was 
taken up though they were out all day. I wish to ask on what information 
were these police sent out with this under agent ? It was evident from the 
result that none of the voters wanted protection as they did not want to go to 
Ballymote ; and for what purpose was this large force, then, sent out . Apro-^ 
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ceeding of this description, in which an under agent goes out with a number 
of polfce and cars, and calls upon the voters to come along with lnm, cannot 
fail to produce upon the minds of the people the idea that these forces are used 
to coerce them ; and therefore I desire again to ask whether the Irish Govern- 
ment sanction such proceedings i I may add that the cars which were used for 
carrying the police were stated hy the agent to have been sent out by the land- 
Lord for taking up the voters. , 

Trusting that you will have this matter inquired into as speedily as possible, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) O' Conor Don. 



— No. 5. — 

The Under Secretary to The O’Conor Don , m.p. 

gj r> Dublin Castle, 26 November 1868. 

I am’ directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
further letter of the 25th instant, and I am to state that his Grace could not 
sanction any proceedings by the police in the nature of canvassing voters, hut 
that if voters apply for protection it would be the duty of the magistrates to 
grant it in any case in which such protection appeared to be necessary or 
proper. . . . 

I am to add that his Grace has received no reports relative to the particular 
transactions complained of by you, but that reports will be immediately 
called for. 

I am, &c. 

The O’Conor Don, m.p., (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Imperial Hotel, Sligo. 



— No. 6. — 

The Under Secretary to The O’ Conor Don , m. p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 1 7 December 1868. 

Referring to your letter of the 25th ultimo complaining of the conduct of 
the constabulary in escorting voters during the recent election for the county 
of Sligo, I am directed by th,e Lords Justices to transmit for your information 
the enclosed copy of a report on the subject from the officer who commanded 
the escort on the occasion referred to. 

I am, &c. 

The O’Conor Don, m.p., (signed) E. R. Wetherall. 

Clonalis, Castlerea. 



Enclosure in No. 6. 

Ballymote, 4 December 1868. 

Referring to the inquiries the county inspector has been making touching the escort 
duty performed by me for the protection of voters on the 24th ultimo, I beg to sa y “V* 
in compliance with a requisition, a copy of which I attach, I proceeded with 12 ot e 
constabulary ou the day in question to the neighbourhood of Chaffpool, accompanied by a 
Mr. Ch. Lang, and when on our way we were overtaken by the Rev. Mr. McDermo , 
p.p., and another clergyman whose name I did not know, with a Mr. McDermo , a 
* 6 gentleman 
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mmtlMnon from the county of Roscommon, who accompanied us to Chaffpool, Lang 
bavins called to where he was to meet the first of his voters, whose house was some 
distance from the public road, and was accompanied by the gendeman already mentioned, 
!n(l as I wished to keep Lang in view so that no injury should occur to him, I took three 
nr four men with me into tire field, two of which went into a house, I believe, for a drink 
of water or to light a pipe, and who I immediately directed not again to enter a house, or 
interfere with any person, and only remained in the field until he visited two other houses; 
tat he sliortly after returned to where I was, having no voters with torn ; after which lie went 
te anothei direction in the same locality, and called at two or three houses myself and the 
noUce still remaining in view of him, but not in any way whatever interfering with any 
nelson Lang had no voters with him on his return to me the second time. /We then went 
Fnto Tuhberourry, and returned home by Templebouse, he taking up one voter who was on 
to publio road al out two miles from Templebouse, and who was the only voter that accom- 
panied Lang on that day. 

T. MacM ahon, Esq., (signed) 

Co. Inspr. E.I.C. 



Henry Williams, 

1st Sub-Inspr. 



Requisition referred to in above Report. 

Ballymote, 24 November 1868. 

You ’are hereby requested to furnish 12 men R. I. Constabulary, this day to 
acc^pany Mr! TZg to the vicinity of Tubberourry, and escort freeholders to Bally- 

m °An officer of constabulary will accompany the escort. 

To the Sub-Inspector in charge (signed) J. W. Percy, R. M. 

of R. I. Constabulary, Ballymote. 



— No. 7- — 

The O’Conor Doti, M.P., to the Under Secretary. 

o; Clonalis, Castterea, 21 December 1868. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of a further reply to my letter of : the 25ft 
November in which you inclose copy of a report of the constabulaiy officer 
relative to’ the transactions of which I then complained. You wil P ercelTe “ 
in that report the main facts of my statement are substanhated. Upon 
the 24th ultimo, six days before the Sligo election a considerable : force ol eon 
stabulary (it can be proved between 28 and 32) did leave Ball ymote unaecom 
panied by a magistrate, with a Mr. Lang, an under agent of a todl p °™ 

Suv They did go round to the houses of the voters on the property of that 
landlord, Some!? them entered with the 

houses ; and after having practicaUy assisted in canvassing , with tins ta.hth ^tttey 
returned to Ballymote with only one voter, whom it appears they . 

public road. It is not pretended in this report that voters sought any pi o ’ 

or desired at all to g0 P to Ballymote. Even under the P^ssurerf te hail^ 

use of most improper language on the tv, P nn1ir>e were interfering with 

called the attention of the officer to the fact that the pohce 'J^"e houses, 
the voters, that these men were ordered not to entei any other ^ 

1 8o. ' A 3 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



The Sligo election is now over, and the conduct of the authorities can have no 
further influence on it ; but the course of proceeding all over the country for 
some weeks before the polling-day, cannot be allowed to remain without inquiry. 
The instance which I brought before the then Government, was only one of 
many. All over the country, for eight or ten days before the election, the civil 
and military forces were impressed into the service of the Conservative pro- 
prietors, and were sent out to bring in voters into the polling -places, not on sworn 
informations made by the voters themselves, but on those made by the bailiffs, 
under agents, or others, who in these informations did not state the names, 
residences, or even numbers of those voters, whom they swore wished to go into 
the towns, and who required an escort, but who, in most cases when the escort 
went out, either hid themselves or openly declared that they did not desire to 
leave their houses. 

These proceedings I believed to be highly unconstitutional. I know they 
were producing great irritation in the county, and therefore I believed it my 
duty to bring them under the notice of the Government. I do not now desire 
to trouble you regarding them, further than to point out that the statements I 
made in this particular instance are substantially borne out by the report you 
have sent me. 

I have, &c. 

(signed ) O' Conor Don. 



B. 

Applications to High Sheriffs. 



— No. L — 

Letter from Mr. Howley to the Under Secretary. 

Sir, Rathellen House, Sligo, 20 March 1869. 

Your communication of the 15th instant, addressed to my father, P. C. Howley, late 
High Sheriff of the County of Sligo, has come to hand. But I regret to have to inform 
you, that my father is suffering from paralysis, which affects both his articulation and 
power of writing, and renders him altogether incapable of furnishing the returns required 
by the order of the House of Commons, in reference to the late Sligo county election. 

I have reason to believe that Colonel Gordon, who commanded troops in Sligo during 
the election, could give the particulars of an application made through him to my father, 
to authorise an escort of troops for the conveyance to the poll of the tenantry of Major 

I have, &c. 

The Under Secretary, (signed) Edward Howley. 

Major General E. R. W etherall, Dublin Castle. 



— No. 2. — 



Return from Mr. Orme, late High Sheriff. 

Owenmore, Crossmolina, County Mayo, 
Sl £ 10 April 1869. 

In obedience to your letter of the 8th instant, directing me to furnish particulars, with 
regard to escorts for voters, as ordered by House of Commons, I have the honour to return 
the form furnished to me, which I have answered to the best of my knowledge. 

.. . , I have, &c. 

Ma,ior General Sir E. R. Wetherall, k.c.b., (signed) Robert Orme. 

Dublin Castle. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



— No. 3.— 

Affidavits, &c.. on which. Applications were in tide. 



gj Tj Sligo, 26 November 1868. 

I enclose an information, and trust you will be good enough to direct the commanding 
or other officer at Ballymote to afford the necessary escort, and it is most desirable that 
he should be instructed in all similar cases to make the troops available for tbe protection 
of the lives of the electors. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Lawder, 
Conducting Agent for Sir R. Gore Booth 
To R. Orme, Esq., and Colonel Cooper. 

High Sheriff, County Sligo. 



County of Sligo, to wit. 

Robert Morrison, of Ballymote, in the County of Sligo, gentleman, who having 
been duly sworn saith, that on this day he was proceeding with others to Culmore, with 
a number of cars to convey voters from thence to Ballymote, when he and his companions 
were attacked by a large mob, who beat the drivers and pelted them with stones, broke 
the cars, and compelled them to return against their will. 

Deponent saith, that the electors for whom deponent and his companions were going, 
having intimated that they cannot come to exercise their franchise without being placed 
in danger of their lives, he believes it is absolutely essential that a strong, escort should 
be supplied to protect them into the town of Ballymote, as they are so intimidated they 
will not, and could not, safely go without an escort, and deponent’s own life was actually 
threatened. 

Sworn this 26th day of November 1868, at Sligo, in the County of Sligo, 
before me, a Justice of the Peace for said county. 

Robert Morrison , (signed) R. D. Coulson, R.M. 

Ballymote. 



County of Sligo, to wit. 



James Lockhart, of Killery, in the said county, steward of Henry Griffith, Esq., 
a J.P. and D.L. thereof, maketh oath, and saith, that by directions of the said Henry 
Griffith, he went to the several electors on his estate to solicit- their support in favour of 
Sir Robert Gore Booth and Colonel Edward H. Cooper, two of the candidates for the 
representation of the county, and every one of the said electors promised to vote for the 
said Sir Robert Gore Booth and Colonel Edward H. Cooper. 

Deponent saith, that on Wednesday, the 25th instant, he went again to the residences 
of the said several electors, and found that not one of them was at home, and their wives 
and families informed me they were taken away forcibly and against their will, by a 
large, violent, and riotous mob, acting, as deponent believes, for and on behalf of Denis 
Maurice O’Conor, Esq., one of the candidates for the representation of said county. 

Sworn before me at Sligo, in the County of Sligo, this 28th November 1868. 

his (signed) T. M. Olpherts, J.P. for said County. 

James x Lockhart, 
mark. 



This information was truly read to deponent by William Lawder, Esq., before it was 
signed by or marked by deponent. 

T.M. O. 
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County of Sligo, to wit. 

I, Edward Simpson, of Ballincar, a freeholder of the County of Sligo, do swear that a 
number of voters at present desire, but are unable, to proceed from the railway station at 
•Sljo-o to this town, and that I require you, the Sheriff of the County of Sligo, to give me a 
safe escort for same, as I truly believe, unless the said voters are protected, that they 
will be attacked and assailed by a furious population and a multitude of persons. 

Sworn before me this 28th day of November 1868, 

Edward J. Simpson. (signed) Johnffolliott, J. P. for said County. 



County of Sligo, to wit. 

WilliamL’Estrange, of Kevinsfort, in said County, maketh oath and saith, that he and 
some others want to come to-morrow morning, at 7 o’clock, A.M., from Kevinsfort to Sligo, 
and deponent saith, they are apprehensive of being attacked and subjected to bodily harm 
in going there and returning therefrom, unless escorted by a sufficient escort of cavalry or 
mounted police. 

Sworn before me at Sligo, in the County of Sligo, this 29th day of No- 
vember 1868. 

William IJ Estrange. (signed) John Ormsly, J. P. 



County of Sligo Election, to wit. 

The information of John W. Kerr, of Ballincar, in the County of Sligo, a voter of said 
county, make oath and say, that there are several voters coming here this day by tram, 
and that it will be necessary to have an escort at the terminus to meet them, to protect 
them from injury by the mob, or being carried away by them. 

Sworn before me this 29th day of November 1868, at Sligo, in the County of 
Sligo, a Justice of the Peace for said County, 

John W. Kerr. (signed) W. E. Whelan, E. M. 



County of Sligo, to wit. 

I, William Magee, of Dunncliff, of the County of Sligo do wear that a ^number of 
voters at present desire, but are unable, to proceed from Primrose Change, biigo, to 
thi^ town, and&at I require you, the Sheriff the County of Sligo, ta give me a safe 
escort from same, as I truly believe, unless the said voters are protected, that they will 
be attacked and assailed by a furious population and a multitude of persons. 

Sworn before me this 29th day of November 1868, at Sligo, 

(signed) Benjamin Hill, R. M. 

William x Magee. 
mark 



180. 
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— No. 2. — 

Copies of Informations and Applications upon which Applications for 
Escorts were made to Resident Magistrates. 



County of Sligo, to wit. 

Petty Sessions District of Easkey, in the county of Sligo. 

The information of Richard A. Law, of Suirmore House, in the county of Sligo ; who 
saith on his oath, I have heard and believe that a party of electors are to leave Tanrago 
to-morrow at 12 o’clock, for the purpose of proceeding to Easkey, where they are to 
record their votes at coming election for the county of Sligo, and that it is probable that 
they may be attacked ; and if they are not protected by a sufficient escort, a serious 
breach of the peace will ensue. 

(signed) Richard A. Law. 

Taken before me at Easkey, in the county of Sligo, the 25th November 
1868. 

(signed) Jas. T. Butler, R. M. 



W. H. Halliday, of Dooneen, in the county of Sligo, came before me this day, and 
maketh oath and saith, that he is an elector for the county, and desires to record his vote 
at the polling-place of Easkey ; that he believes it would be attended with danger to do 
so unless protected to Easkey by an escort of military ; that this is also the belief and con- 
viction of many of his friends and electors equally desirous of voting ; and accordingly 
he requests an escort for protection of 15 cars of voters on Friday, at 12 o’clock, to be at 
the Ballymoghany police barracks. Infantry will be sufficient, with a policeman guide. 

(signed) W. H. Halliday. 



Sworn before me, one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the county of 
Sligo, on 26th November 1868. 

(signed) Richard A. Law. 

Suirmore House. 



The information of Robert W. Hillas, Esq., of Seaview, J. P., who saith on his oath, 
that there are a number of voters at Seaview who, I believe, could not with safety be 
brought to Easkey without a military escort. 

(signed) R. W. Hillas , J. P. 



Taken before me this 26th day of November 1868, at Woodhill, in said county. 

Lewis Jones , 

Justice for said county. 



Haste. 

Sirs, Easkey, Friday night, 21 November 1868. 

An escort is required to convey about 50 voters from Carracullen, near Screen, to 
Easkey. The escort should be atDromore West to-morrow morning, at half-past eight 
o’clock a.m., where they will be joined by cars to proceed thereon to Carracullen for the 
voters. They are afraid to move without the protection of an escort. 

Your obt. Servant, 

(signed) Domk. E. Blake, 

Agent for Sir Robert Gore Booth and Colonel Cooper, 
Easkey Polling District. 

To W. H. Beckett, Esq., R. M., and 
Captain Butler, R. M. 



County of Sligo, to wit. 

J. W. H. Halliday, of Dooneen, in the county of Sligo, Esq., maketh oath and saith, 
that I am a voter for said county, and am well acquainted with the state of public feeling 
therein, and particularly for the Barony of Tireragh, and voters intending to vote for Sir 
Robert Gore Booth and Mr. Cooper have stated to me that they would not attend at the 
l8o. C polling- 
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_ 1 * „ +V.OTT w prp protected by an escort from Ballina to the place 

^plSg^d 1 b^tZ toy believed toix lives would be endangered ; wbieb statement 
of theirs I verily believe to be true. (aigued) J. W. Holliday. 

Sworn before me this 28th day of November 1868, at Easkey, in the county 
of Sligo. , . J(f. Fenton, J. P. for said county. 



_ * a +„ Ttnllma on 30th November 1868, so as to be at Taylor’s Hotel in 

Escort to proceed to b t 20 TOteM on re tum march ; take up at Ormsby’s, 

- Ballymoghanny Barracks about 34 voters; at 

Tullylinn about nine voters. 

Woodside, 29 November 1868. 

My de ar far, . from t]lis neighbourhood to-morrow morning 

tofiXy™ We 41 tie advantage of tie Carbineers going on from this as an escort, 
but we would require a few constabulary to go with them. 



To. W. H. Beckett, Esq., B. M 



I am, &c. 

(signed) 



Lewis J. Jones. 



. vv. XI. jjctva-cisu, 

We have only eight or nine available police here. I hear there are some coming up . 
from^Hgo tlds evemng for Easkey. I wisl wc could detain so me of them tillmornmg. 

Sligo, 24 November 1868. 

I beqtjest you will send me a force of at least 20 men to^eaffey at 11 a.m. on to- 
morrow the 25th instant, to protect voters on route to Sligo. ^ ^ ^ RL _ 

R. D. Coulson, Esq., R.M. 



To County Inspectors for compliance. 
T. Macmahon, Esq., C. I. 



Cottage, Sligo, 24 November 1868. 
(signed) R. D. Coulson , R.M. 



Copy of Telegram. 

From W. Lawder , Ballymote, to G. B. Cronin, K.M., Boyle. 

27 November 1868. . 

A cavalry escort will he reqnired to-morrow, to bring voters from Gurteen to the rail- 
way station to tbe one o’clock down train. 



Copy of Telegraphic Reply. 



From G. B. Cronin, K.M., Boyle, to William Lawder, Ballymote. 

27 November 1868. 

I bear I cannot act on yonr telegram ; no information made. I have no mstootion 
to act for county Sligo election from Government. Better see resident magi 

BaU y mote - Georae R. Cronin, R.M. 



Copy of Letter. 

gir Ballymote, 27 November 1868. 

I NOW enclose the sworn application to get the assistance I require for to-morrow. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) TV. Lawder, 

per Hugh Swansy. 



N.B . — I cannot vouch for this being a true copy of this letter, the writing being 
difficult to decipher. Q R &mi „. 



Telegraphic Reply. 

From George R. Cronin, R.M., Boyle, to William Lawder, Ballymote, Conducting Agent. 

28 November 1868. 

Impossible to give cavalry escort to Gurteen, without cars to convey 
to be had here. The information gives no names of voters wanting to go to i3ai y 
and no person has come to me to tender any information. ■ -r M 

y George R. Cronin, 
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THE information of Join Beatty, of Penaghmore, in the county of Sligo, an elector of 
•a county who saith, on Mb oath, that on the 26lh instant, I proceeded from Ballymote 
to Gurteen in said county, for the purpose of haying voters conveyed to Ballymote upon 
oars which were stopped on the -way by a large mob, and myself and others who were 
me W ere prevented going further than the townland of Knockgrania j and the said 

WlLI*- ) f J 1 4. LL- lorsoo tlironr O+ATWIO QT1 lninTfid tV»A P.fhl'R and horses 



endangered by proceeding further ; and I also believe the lives of any c 
was going for, would not be safe without an escort to protect them from the violence 

of such mobs. (signed) John Beatty. 

Sworn before me this 27th November 1868. 

Taken before me at Ballymote, this 27th day of November 1868. 

J. TV. Percy , B.M. 



Sligo County Election, 1868. 

g. Markree Castle, 22 November 1868. 

Major Ormsby Gore’s under-agent, Mr. Charles Lang, will call on you 
to devise means for getting in the voters from the more distant part, of the estate , they 
will require protection, and I trust you will be good enough to grant him an escort. 



To Major Percy, R.M., Ballymote. 



(signed) Ed. IT. Cooper. 



„. County Sligo, Tubbereurry, 26 November 1868. 

I beg to inform you that about 20 of Colonel Cooper’s voters arrived in this town on 
last night, previous to starting for Chaffpool, but a mob of several hundreds having seen 

IJI, Vt P a gu^d on ^hUand 

^ 0 V S l iS“n: StnT I declined doing so. The houses are 

stUl guarded by the moh, and I fear may be attacked at any moment. 

m . -n d ivr (signed) N. Lionel Townsend, 

To Major Percy, B.M., 1= g > Third Sub-Inspector. 

&c. &c., Ballymote. 1 

Sligo, 26 November 1868. 

T bfo’uest that on receipt of this you will take under your command a sufficient force 
of military and police to escort freeholders living m the neighbourhood of Culmoie. 

(signed) Robt. Orme, High Sheriff for Sligo. 

The above was not personally directed to any person, but the envelope was ffirected^tome. 



Ballymote, 27 November 1868. 

1 um-best von wiU direct an escort of cavalry and police to accompany the bearer, 
to Adm", aW 14 Irish miles distant, to bring in 8 or 11 electors to this town. 

To Major Percy, R.M. ^ ^ 

. N B-A conducting agent for Colonel Cooper and Sir E. G. Booth, M.P. 

True Copies. j. m Fercy , RM . 

Portumna, 9 March 1869. 



(Official.) 
Dear Sir, 

I REQUIRE you 
and conduct them 



To Captain Whelan, B.M. 

to accompany, with a body of police, an 
safely to Sligo. 



Sligo, 24 November 1868. 
escort for voters to Ballinamona 

Robert Orme, High Sheriff. 



To Captain Whelan, E.M. ^ 1868 . 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Robert Orme, 

V ° High Sheriff, County Sligo. 
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D. 

RETURNS of Applications for Escorts made to Military Officers. 




SLIGO COUNTY ELECTION. 



'5 



— No. 2. — 



Copies of Applications. 



Sir, Hollybrook, 18 November 1868. 

I have to request that you will give me an escort, to protect voters proceeding from 
Ballinafad to Sligo, on the morning of Monday, November 23rd. 

I consider that 20 men will be sufficient, and that it will not be necessary for them 
to go further than Collooney, unless any unexpected oppposition should be offered. 

I have also applied for an escort of the Royal Irish Constabulary. 



To Officer commanding Troops 
in County Sligo. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) John ffolliott, J.P. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) L. Smyth , Col. Mil.|Sec. 



E. 

Applications to Constabulary Officers. 



Sligo, 12 April 1869. 

No applications were made direct to constabulary officers, escorts being sent on the 
order of the high sheriff or magistrate to whom the applications had been made. 

The Inspector General. (signed) T. Macmahon, C. I. 



E, 



Return of the Number and Distribution of the Troops in the County of Sligo, during 
the Week ended 1st December 1868, and also of the Troops stationed in that County 
on the 1st October 1868, and ou the 1st January 1869. 









Troops 


Number of 


Dates. 


Stations. 


Corps. 


or 


2 




m 








Companies. 




§ 












O 


a 


in 




Sligo - 


f 6th DragoonGuaxds 
■j 17 th Foot, 2nd Bat- 
[ talion 


3 


6 


112 


in 




SJ 


11 


212 


i 


During the Week 
ended 1st December i 
1868 - 


Ballvmote - 


(6 th Dragoon Guard s 
(63rd Foot - 


2 

3 


5 

9 


82 

157 


81 


1 Easky - 


f 6thDragoonGuards 
^ 17 th Foot, 2nd Bat- 
( talion 


1 


2 


36 


36 




3J 


9 


150 


“ 




Dromore West 


f 6thDragoonGuards 
17th Foot;, 2nd Bat- 
( talion 


1 


2 


37 


37 




1 


2 


25 








Total - - 


20 


46 


811 


266 


On the 1st October'! 
1868. J 


• Sligo - 


89th Foot - 


1 


2 


61 


- 


On the 1st January) 
1869. J 


■ Sligo - 


f* 1 7th Foot, 2nd Bat-) 
\ talion. J 


2 


4 


67 


- 



( signed") W. T. Stuart, Captain, D. A. Q. M. G-, 

v ° ' r... n n, \ /i n 



Quartermaster General’s Office, Dublin Castle, 
11 March 1869. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO SLIGO COUNTY ELECTION. 



Gr. 

RETURN of the Number and Distribution of the Constabulary Force stationed in 
the County of Sligo during the Week ended on the 1st Day of December 1868, and also 
on the 1st Day of October 1868, and the 1st Day of January 1869. 



Name of Station. 


Number of Constabulary. 


Week ended 
1st Dec. 1868. 


Week ended 
1st Oct. 1868. 


Week ended 
1st Jan. 1869. 






414 


24 


30 


Rossespoint - - - 

Strandhill - 


- 


5 

5 


6 

5 


5 

5 


Ballisodare - 


- 


14 


9 




Ballintogher - 


- 


8 


5 




Collooney - 


- 




6 




Coolaney .... 


- 


8 


5 




Dromard - - - 


- 


5 


6 


5 


Bally mote - 


- 


261 


11 




Clogher - 


- 


5 


5 


5 


Knockbrack - 


- 


6 


5 


5 


Mullaghroe - 


- 


6 


6 


6 


Ross, J. S. - 


- 


3 


6 




Templehouse - 


- 


5 


5 


6 


Easkey ----- 


- 


218 


10 


12 


Ballymoghenry - 
CkapelfiHd - - - - 


‘ 


6 

6 


6 

6 


5 

5 


Dromore, West - 


- 


13 


7 


6 


Enniscrone - 


- 


13 


6 


6 


Ardnaree, J. S. - 


- 


5 


5 


4 


Grange ----- 




9 


10 


8 


Breaffey - 


- 


6 


6 


5 


Cliffoney - - - 


- 


6 


6 


5 


Drumcliffe - 


- 


5 


5 


5 


Riverstown - 


_ 


12 


10 


8 


Ballinakill - 


- 


5 


5 


5 


Ballinafad - 


. 


6 


6 


5 


Castlebaldwin - - - 


- 


8 


5 


5 


Geevah ----- 


- 


6 


6 


6 


Kilmactranny (temp.) - 


- 


6 


- 


6 


Tubbercurry - - - - 


- 


12 


10 


10 


Aclare ----- 


_ 


5 


6 


5 


Ballagkey, J. S. - 


- 


6 


5 


7 


Buninadden (temp.) 


- 


6 


— 


— 


Chafl'pool - 




8 


5 


6 


Cloonacool - 


_ 


8 


6 


5 


Glaneask - - - 




4 


4 


4 


Total - - 


- 


1,120 


234 


238 



T certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, this Return is correct. 

County Inspector’s Office, Sligo, (signed) T. Macmahon, 

March 1869. County Inspector. 

The Inspector General. 
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SLIGO COUNT* ELECTION. 




{The O' Conor 
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